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The Lord’s Day Worship 
21st Sunday After Pentecost 

October 25, 2020  

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                   

VOLUNTARY:              A Mighty Fortress Is Our God           Johann Gottfried Walther 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                      Linda Wilson, Liturgist         

ONE: You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.  

ALL:  And you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

ONE: Drawn by love, we come, to offer our whole selves in Christ’s service.  

ALL:  Let us worship the Lord! 
 

CALL TO & PRAYER OF CONFESSION              Linda Wilson & Rev. McLaughlin 
 

ONE: The Lord gives us commandments to govern our relationships with both Creator and creation.  But, 
too often, we disregard Christ’s teachings and disobey God’s law. Disciples of Jesus, let us tell the 
truth about the ways we have stumbled on our walk of faith. 

ALL:  Lord, have mercy. 

ONE: O God, we know this, your Greatest Commandment:  love the Lord with heart, soul, and mind; 
love your neighbor as yourself. These words dwell in our hearts and rest on our lips.  And, yet, we 
are so slow to act upon them.  

ALL: Christ, have mercy  

ONE: When we encounter neighbors in need we are quick to pass judgment, even though love demands 
empathy. We see your children suffering, but are too busy, too weary to respond, even though love 
demands compassion. We see unjust systems that strip others of dignity but believe we are powerless 
to effect change, even though love demands action.  And whenever we do not treat our neighbors 
as we ourselves would hope to be treated, we do not love you fully.  

ALL:  Lord, have mercy 

ONE: Forgive us, Lord. Transform our hearts, restore our souls, and renew our minds, so that we might 
be faithful to your commandments. 

SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION 

RESPONSE:                        Lord Have Mercy Upon Us                                 #575 
Lord, have mercy upon us; 

Christ, have mercy upon us; 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                    Linda Wilson 

ONE: Even when we do not love the Lord with our whole being, God loves us completely and 
redeems us—heart, soul, and mind. Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel: 

ALL:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

RESPONSE:                 Gloria Patri                                         #581 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen! 
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TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES                             Katie Ory                       

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                                  Linda Wilson 

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON:      Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18                      

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say 
to them: You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.   

You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the 
great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor.  You shall not go around as a slanderer among 
your people, and you shall not profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am the Lord. 

You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you will 
incur guilt yourself.  You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, 
but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. 

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON:     1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but though 
we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had 
courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition.  For our 
appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, but just as we have been 
approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please 
mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts.  As you know and as God is our witness, we 
never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise from 
mortals, whether from you or from others, though we might have made demands as apostles of 
Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. So 
deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God 
but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us. 
 
ONE:   Keep these words in your heart. The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. 
ALL:   Thanks be to God! 

 

GOSPEL LESSON:                           Matthew 22:34-46 
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one 
of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. "Teacher, which commandment in the law 
is the greatest?" He said to him, " "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind.' This is the greatest and first commandment. And a 
second is like it: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' On these two commandments hang 
all the law and the prophets."  

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: "What do you 
think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?" They said to him, "The son of David." He said to 
them, "How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, "The Lord said to my 
Lord, "Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet" '?  

If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?" No one was able to give him an answer, 
nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 

SERMON                                                                         Rev. Michael McLaughlin 
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SERMON HYMN                    Guide Me, O Great Jehovah                                           #65 

ASCRIPTION OF PRAISE  

COMMUNAL AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                          Confession of 1967, 9.32–33 

ALL: The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ has set the pattern 
for the church’s mission. His human life involves the church in the common life of 
all people. His service to men and women commits the church to work for every form 
of human well-being. His suffering makes the church sensitive to all human suffering 
so that it sees the face of Christ in the faces of persons in every kind of need. His 
crucifixion discloses to the church God’s judgment on the inhumanity that marks 
human relations, and the awful consequences of the church’s own complicity in 
injustice. In the power of the risen Christ and the hope of his coming, the church 
sees the promise of God’s renewal of human life in society and of God’s victory over 
all wrong. The church follows this pattern in the form of its life and in the method of 
its action.  So to live and serve is to confess Christ as Lord. Amen. 

 

GREETINGS 

ONE: …The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
ALL: And also with you. 
RESPONSE:           Blest Be the Tie That Binds                              #306 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

ONE: …Lord, in your mercy, 
ALL: hear our prayer.   
 

ALL: …Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO GIVING                                                                                             Rev. McLaughlin 
 

OFFERTORY:                A Quiet Prayer                      Gregg Sewell 
OFFERING      
RESPONSE:     Doxology               #606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE:            Trumpet Tune                    David Terry 


