
 
First Presbyterian Church 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
 
 

Christmas Eve                                                                           December 24, 2018, 6:00 PM 
* Indicates that those who are able may stand     Bold type is spoken by the people. 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
VOLUNTARY              What Child Is This?                        Dorothy Wells  
 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE                                  Katie Ory and Anne 
                    See Insert 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                          True McLaughlin, Liturgist 
ONE: The glory of the Lord shines around us.  The angels tell the story:  Do not fear; for 

see-I am bringing you good news of great joy. 
ALL: A child has been born for us, a son given to us! 
ONE:  He is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace. 
ALL: Glory to God in the highest heaven!  And peace to all on earth! 
ONE:   Let us go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place.  Let us glorify the 

One who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
ALL:   Come, let us adore him! Let us worship God! 
 
*CALL TO & PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
The heavenly host fills the skies; the shepherds rush to behold the babe.  But we stand 
still, for these glad tidings have lost all sense of urgency.  The angel chorus rejoices 
with alleluias, but we hear words as nothing new.  This story is so familiar we forget 
its power to transform the world.  We forget it heralds a reign of justice.  We forget that 
this story requires something of us.  You have given us your Son.  Now give us the gift 
of faith, that we might receive the Christ child into our hearts, our lives, our homes, 
our world, and live as those who walk in his light.  Bless us with the gifts Emmanuel 
brings, that hope, peace, joy, and love might flow through us and bless your people 
everywhere-from far-flung fields to crowded city streets where there is no room in the 
inn.   Embolden us to tell your story and send us out, glorifying and praising God-for 
to us is born a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord!  Amen!  
 
SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION 

 

 
 
*RESPONSE HYMN               Lord Have Mercy Upon Us                                        #575 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
ONE: …In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
ALL:  Thanks be to God! Amen! 

 
*GLORIA PATRI                                   #581 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen! 
 
TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES                Rev. Michael McLaughlin 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON            Isaiah 9:2-7                            p.600 
 
SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON     Titus 2:11-14                                    p.201 
 

ONE:     And the Word became flesh and lived among us. 
ALL:      Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM:                    Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light     Paul Thurmond 
 

Break forth, O beauteous heavenly light, and usher in the morning. 
You shepherds, shudder not with fright, but hear the angel’s warning. 
This child, now weak in infancy, our confidence and joy shall be, 
The power of Satan breaking, our peace eternal making. 
 
THIRD SCRIPTURE LESSON          Luke 2:1-20                                     p.54 
 
SERMON                               Rev. Michael McLaughlin 
 
*SERMON HYMN              It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                     #123 
 
*COMMUNAL AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                      Confession of 1967, 9.27  

The one sufficient revelation of God is Jesus Christ, the Word of God incarnate, to 
whom the Holy Spirit bears unique and authoritative witness through the Holy 
Scriptures, which are received and obeyed as the word of God written. Amen. 
 

 
 
 



 
 
*GREETINGS  
After an exchange of Peace between the Pastor and the Congregation, we encourage you to greet one 
another. The Greetings will conclude with the first verse of Blest Be the Tie That Binds. 
 

ONE: …The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you, 
ALL: And also with you.  
  Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;               #438 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

ONE: Lord, in your mercy,  
ALL: hear our prayer. 
   

INVITATION TO GIVING 
 
OFFERTORY                        Good Christian Friends, Rejoice               Paul Thurmond 
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES & OFFERINGS 
 
*DOXOLOGY                          #592 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 
  
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                           
 

ONE: The Lord be with you.  

ALL:  And also with you.  

ONE: Lift up your hearts.  

ALL:  We lift them up to the Lord.  

ONE: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

ALL: It is right to give our thanks and praise.   

ONE: …Therefore we praise you, joining the song of the universal church and the heavenly 
choir: 

 ALL: Holy, Holy, Holy           #572 

 

ONE:  …Remembering your goodness and grace, we offer ourselves to you with gratitude 
as we share this joyful feast.          

ALL:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

COMMUNION SOLO  O Holy Night                 Adolph Adam 
                    Katie Collinsworth, solo           

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

SERVICE OF CANDLE LIGHTING   

*HYMN:                                        Silent Night, Holy Night                          # 60 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION       

ONE: …Alleluia!  

ALL: Alleluia! 

ONE: Amen! 

*RESPONSE                                       Joy to the World (v. 1)                          # 40 
 


