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The Lord’s Day Worship 
Second Sunday in Lent 

February 28, 2021  

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                   

VOLUNTARY:          Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley                            Paul Thurmond 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                               Chris McCormick, Liturgist         

ONE: We gather in the season of Lent, a time to examine our hearts and our lives 

ALL:  and journey with Christ through the suffering of the world.  

ONE: Let us pick up our crosses and follow Christ 

ALL:  on a path that is lined with God’s love. 

ONE: God has marked us as beloved dust 

ALL:  and called us together to worship. 
 

CALL TO & PRAYER OF CONFESSION         Chris McCormick & Rev. McLaughlin 
 

ONE: In the name of Christ, I urge you: Be reconciled to God. Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our 
sin, saying…  

ALL:  Lord, have mercy. 
ONE: O God, you have made us your covenant people, marked us as your own, and charged us for lives 

of service. 

ALL: Christ, have mercy  
ONE: Forgive us when we live as if success were the worthiest aim or independence the highest virtue. 

Call us once more to take up our crosses, and show us how to follow you.  

ALL:  Lord, have mercy 
ONE: Forgive us, O God, and wash us in your mercy. Forgive us, O God, and free us to try again. 

SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION 

RESPONSE:                       Lord Have Mercy Upon Us                                 #575 
Lord, have mercy upon us; 

Christ, have mercy upon us; 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                               Chris McCormick 

ONE: Listen, the time has come at last. Look, now is the day of salvation! In the name of Jesus Christ, we 
are forgiven! 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSE:              Gloria Patri                                         #581 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen! 
 

TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES                             Rev McLaughlin                  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                            Chris McCormick 
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FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON:     Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16                      

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, "I am God 
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you, and 
will make you exceedingly numerous." Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, "As for me, 
this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your 
name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of 
nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from 
you. I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their 
generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.  

God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I 
will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to 
nations; kings of peoples shall come from her."  

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON:      Romans 4:13-25 

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through 
the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith 
is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his 
descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he 
is the father of all of us, as it is written, "I have made you the father of many nations")—in the presence of 
the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not 
exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become "the father of many nations," according to 
what was said, "So numerous shall your descendants be." He did not weaken in faith when he considered 
his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he 
considered the barrenness of Sarah's womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, 
but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what 
he had promised. Therefore his faith "was reckoned to him as righteousness." Now the words, "it was 
reckoned to him," were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe 
in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was 
raised for our justification. 

ONE:   We proclaim Christ crucified-the wisdom and power of God. 
ALL:   Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON:                            Mark 8:31-38 
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite 
openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he 
rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things."  

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, "If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit 
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those 
who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man 
will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels." 

SERMON                                                                         Rev. Michael McLaughlin 

SERMON HYMN                    Standing on the Promises                                                  #838 
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ASCRIPTION OF PRAISE  

COMMUNAL AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                               Confession of 1967, 9.21 

ALL: The reconciling work of Jesus was the supreme crisis in the life of humankind. His cross and 
resurrection become personal crisis and present hope for women and men when the gospel 
is proclaimed and believed. In this experience, the Spirit brings God’s forgiveness to all, 
moves people to respond in faith, repentance, and obedience, and initiates the new life in 
Christ.  Amen. 

 

GREETINGS 

ONE: …The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
ALL: And also with you. 
RESPONSE:            Blest Be the Tie That Binds                              #306 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

ONE: … In your steadfast love, O Lord, 
ALL: have mercy on us. 
 
ALL: …Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 

INVITATION TO GIVING                                                                                            
 

OFFERTORY:                        Be Still, My Soul                                             Bill George 

OFFERING      
RESPONSE:     Doxology               #606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE:                Allegro humoristico               Enrique Granados 

 


