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The Lord’s Day Worship 
16th Sunday After Pentecost 

September 20, 2020  

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                   

VOLUNTARY:              Morning Has Broken                                  Don Wyrtzen 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                              Emily McCormick, Liturgist         

ONE: Draw near to the Lord, who hears our pleas and our praise.  

ALL:  We come to rest in God’s holy presence.  
ONE: Here is bread that the Lord provides; here is manna to nourish our souls.  

ALL:  We gather to feast on God’s sustaining Word. 
ONE: Remember the Lord’s wonderful works each evening; see God’s glory with the morning’s 

light.   
ALL:  Come, let us worship the Lord! 
 
CALL TO & PRAYER OF CONFESSION       Emily McCormick & Rev. McLaughlin 
 

ONE: The apostle Paul urges us to live together in a manner worthy of the good news of Christ. 
But, too often, we defy the gospel by sinning against God and one another.  Trusting the 
Lord to receive us with grace, let us confess our sin and the sin of this world.  

ALL:  Lord, have mercy. 
ONE: Lord, your generosity surprises us. For you do not mete out grace according to how hard we 

work, or how often we worship, or how closely we follow the rules. No, you lavish grace 
upon us according to your own desire.  

ALL: Christ, have mercy  
ONE: But we insist on deciding who is deserving and who is not. We grumble that some receive 

too little while others have more than they deserve. Forgive us, we pray. 

ALL:  Lord, have mercy 
ONE: Help us to live with humility and gratitude so that our words and deeds might embody your 

grace. 

SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION 

RESPONSE:                           Lord Have Mercy Upon Us                                 #575 

      Lord, have mercy upon us; 
      Christ, have mercy upon us; 
      Lord, have mercy upon us. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                              Emily McCormick 

ONE: People of God, we have been claimed as children of the covenant-chosen for relationship, 
set apart for service. Let your hearts rejoice, for in Jesus Christ we are forgiven!   

ALL:  Thanks be to God! 
RESPONSE:                   Gloria Patri                                 #581 
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen! 

 

TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES                                 Katie Ory                  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                           Emily McCormick 

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON:     Jonah 3:10-4:11                        

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind 
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. But this 
was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the Lord and said, "O Lord! 
Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the 
beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding 
in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. And now, O Lord, please take my life from 
me, for it is better for me to die than to live." And the Lord said, "Is it right for you to be angry?" 
Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself 
there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 

The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, 
to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when dawn came 
up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the 
sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that 
he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, "It is better for me to die than to live." 

But God said to Jonah, "Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?" And he said, "Yes, 
angry enough to die." Then the Lord said, "You are concerned about the bush, for which you 
did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 
And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a 
hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and 
also many animals?" 

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON:  Philippians 1:21-30 

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor 
for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to 
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for 
you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your 
progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when 
I come to you again.  

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see 
you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving 
side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your 
opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God's 
doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of 
suffering for him as well-since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now 
hear that I still have. 

ONE:   Keep these words in your heart. The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. 
ALL:   Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL LESSON:                              Matthew 20:1-16 
"For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 
laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them 
into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o'clock, he saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace; and he said to them, "You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever 
is right.' So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o'clock, he did the 
same. And about five o'clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to 
them, "Why are you standing here idle all day?' They said to him, "Because no one has hired 
us.' He said to them, "You also go into the vineyard.' When evening came, the owner of the 
vineyard said to his manager, "Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the 
last and then going to the first.' When those hired about five o'clock came, each of them received 
the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each 
of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against 
the landowner, saying, "These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us 
who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.' But he replied to one of them, 
"Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take 
what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not 
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 
generous?' So the last will be first, and the first will be last." 

SERMON                                                                   The Rev. Michael McLaughlin 

SERMON HYMN                   God, Whose Giving No Ending                                 #716 

ASCRIPTION OF PRAISE  

COMMUNAL AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                         Confession of 1967, 9.32–33 

ALL: The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ has set the pattern 
for the church’s mission. His human life involves the church in the common life of 
all people. His service to men and women commits the church to work for every form 
of human well-being. His suffering makes the church sensitive to all human suffering 
so that it sees the face of Christ in the faces of persons in every kind of need. His 
crucifixion discloses to the church God’s judgment on the inhumanity that marks 
human relations, and the awful consequences of the church’s own complicity in 
injustice. In the power of the risen Christ and the hope of his coming, the church 
sees the promise of God’s renewal of human life in society and of God’s victory over 
all wrong. The church follows this pattern in the form of its life and in the method of 
its action.  So to live and serve is to confess Christ as Lord. Amen. 

 

GREETINGS 

ONE: …The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
ALL: And also with you. 
  
RESPONSE:           Blest Be the Tie That Binds                              #306 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

ONE: …Lord, in your mercy, 
ALL: hear our prayer.   
 
ALL: …Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO GIVING                                                                                          Rev. McLaughlin 
 

OFFERTORY:        God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending         David Cherwien 
OFFERING      
RESPONSE:     Doxology               #606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE:               Postlude in C Minor                          André Raison 

 


