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Does everything we are, and everything we have, really belong to God? Is God really trustworthy? Will God pro-
vide when we are in need? Does God’s sovereignty extend even into our safety and security? From personal expe-
rience I can say a resounding YES! But maybe not in the ways you might think. Like a number of you, I’ve been 
stretched, and my faith challenged during difficult financial times. 
 
Time and time again through the years both in our family and in the families of church members and friends, there 
have been tales of God making a way when financial, medical, or other challenges seemingly blocked any way for-
ward. What if we really believed what the Scripture says about generosity?  
 
What if we really believed that God’s abundant blessings are connected to our own generosity? I am thankful that 
the Germenis family has shared their powerful story of God’s abundance and faithfulness along their journey 
through Jeremy’s surgeries and treatment the past couple of years. We need to tell our stories of the ways God 
provides so we can build one another’s faith. 
 
God’s steadfast love truly upholds and endures. 2 Corinthians 9:6-7: “The point is this: the one who sows sparingly 
will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you 
have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 
 
Jesus teaches in Matthew 6:4 that our reward in giving comes from our heavenly Father. And, to much that is giv-
en, much is required. In Luke 6:38 Jesus says: “…give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get 
back.” 
 
Friends, we have all been given much. Since we continue our journey through stewardship season, consider these 
statistics from various sources, including Christianity Today, and the Association of Fundraising Professionals: 
 

Americans who earn less than $10,000 gave 2.3 percent of their income to religious organizations, whereas 
those who earn $70,000 or more gave only 1.2 percent. 

 
If members of historically Christian churches in the United States had raised their giving to the Old Testament’s 
minimum standard of giving (10% of income) in 2000, an additional $139,000,000,000 a year would become availa-
ble to assist in Christian ministry and mission work. 
 
Households of committed Christians making less than $12,500 per year give away roughly 7 percent of their in-
come, a figure no other income bracket beats until incomes rise above $90,000 (they give away 8.8 percent) .In 
fact, in absolute terms, the poorest Christians give away more dollars than all but the wealthiest Christians. 
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People are giving a lower percent of income to churches in the 2000’s then they did either during the Great Depression 

or the 1920’s. 
 
The number of nonprofit 501(c)(3)s soliciting volunteers and funds almost doubled, but the number of U.S. churches 

remained the same. 
 
In 1985, religious entities received 53% of charitable donations but by 2007 churches received only 33% of charitable 

donations 
 

While these are sobering statistics, I wonder if we all couldn’t prayerfully consider what these numbers really mean about 
how we, as Christians, live out our faith. Tithing has never been easy, in fact, many times it is impossibly hard. Yet, over and 
over I have tasted, seen, and heard God provide in miraculous ways. To a person, those I know who tithe testify that they 
have been given far more than they ever gave. 
 
One lesson tithing teaches is to hold our possessions loosely, to acknowledge all belongs to God, that the Lord gives, and 
the Lord takes away, that giving frees us from being owned by what we own. Tithing teaches us to live more fearlessly. 
 
I wanted to share these thoughts with you as this month during worship we will be dedicating our 2020 financial pledges to 
the ministry and mission of First Presbyterian Church. May we all be encouraged to live out our faith in the ways we spend 
our time, talent and treasure. May God be glorified in our lives and in our church. May we stand back and watch the ways 
the Lord multiples our blessings. 
 
Grace and peace,   
The Rev. Michael D. McLaughlin 
 
P.S. If you are curious about the Germenis family story mentioned above, be sure to sign up for our Financial Peace Univer-
sity gatherings coming up in January.   
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The youth group is currently collecting items to fill baskets to distribute to needy senior citizens in our local community.  If 
you are able to bring in any of the following items to second Sunday lunch on November 10, it would be greatly appreciat-
ed!  We are assembling the baskets on Wednesday, November 13.  Hats, gloves, toilet paper, garbage bags, paper towels, 
socks.  We are collecting these items in the youth room. Thanks so much� 
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If you are interested in providing the flowers during worship for a given month during 2020 or would like more information 
on getting involved, talk to Linda Wilson. You can email her: lswilson45@gmail.com or call her: (931) 260-8670. We are 
getting ready to switch the calendar to 2020, so don’t delay. 

 

DON’T FORGET TO TURN BACK YOUR CLOCKS SATURDAY NIGHT BEFORE 
BED SO YOU DON’T MISS WORSHIP ON SUNDAY. 



HOLIDAY MISSION MART 
 
Homemade baked goods, international folk instruments, origami earrings, hand-crafted Maple 
cheese boards, candle holders, UNICEF cards, and other items from far and near!  All will be 
available at the Holiday Mission Mart, Saturday the 9th from 11:30 to 4:00 at First Presbyterian 
Church, 20 North Dixie. 
 
Proceeds from the sales will be given to these local and international charities: Helping Hands, 
Rescue Mission, Creative Compassion, Unicef, Heifer Project, and an orphanage in Leso-
tho.  For more information, call the church office at 931-526-4424. 
 
Come and do your shopping at a market where your gift counts twice! 
 
(If you can help with items for the bake sale, please sign up in the south entrance, One World 
Market, or the church office.) 
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As is our custom, poinsettias will decorate our sanctuary during Advent and Christmas.  The cost is $9.00 per plant and checks 
may be made payable to the church, and marked “Poinsettia”.  To order yours, please complete this form and place it in the 
offering plate, together with the proper payment, no later than December 1, 2019. 
 
Please Print Legibly 
 
Name (s) _________________________________________________              
 
Phone ___________________________________________________ 
 
Red Poinsettias  ______     Number of plants______ 
White Poinsettias ______ Number of plants______ 
 
In Honor/Memory/Celebration of (Indicate which): 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
I will pick up after the Christmas Eve service. Yes_______ No________ 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE WILL BE HELD TUESDAY DEC. 24 AT  6 PM. 
 
You may also mail the form to the church office. 
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11/01 - David Johnson 
11/02 - Chelsea DePree 
11/02 - Grace Anna Sine 
11/04 - Chelsea Holland 
11/05 - Sal Foley 
11/06 - Donna Simpson 
11/06 - Gail Turner 
11/08 - Jim Greeson 
11/08 - Angelo Volpe 
11/10 - Sylvia McGee 
11/11 - John Bohannon 
11/12 - Amy Ainsley 
11/12 - Sharon Myers 
11/13 - Todd Chapman 
11/18 - Bill Swim 
11/19 - Jamey Scott Jr 
11/22 - Chris Collinsworth 
11/22 - Sylvia Milner 
11/22 - J. B. Rittenberry 
11/24 - Myrna Estes 
11/27 - Jack Kincaid 
11/28 - Ryder Holmes 
11/28 - Justin Holmes 
11/28 - Elliott Woods 
         ANNIVERSARIES 
 

   11/04 - Brenda & Frank Lundholm 
   11/24 - Rick & Amy Woods 
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IN OUR PRAYERS: Carey Aitken; Jacob Brewer; Willa Bur-
gess; Beverly Cardinal’s brother, Terry Wright; Nancy & 
John Dooley; Hazel Dyer; Don & Harry Hassle; Glen 
Ledbetter; Mick Locke; Sharon Myer’s grandson, Jeremy; 
Carol Perkins; Evelyn Plecan; Scott family as they grieve; 
Kay Powell’s daughter, Sharon Martinez; Sue Rich’s niece, 
Jean; Eliseo Rios’s sister, Francesca Martinez; J.B. Ritten-
berry; Linda Wilson’s sister, Nikki; the orphanage in Leso-
tho, Africa; people in the armed services and first respond-
ers; victims of terror attacks and natural disaster. 
 


