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3rd Sunday of Advent 
 

 

* Indicates that those who are able may stand     Bold type is spoken by the people. 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

VOLUNTARY               Creator of the Stars of Night             Richard Warner 
 

LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE                  Joshua & Annette Kvale 
                    See Insert 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                           Katie Collinsworth, liturgist  
ONE: Say to those of a fearful heart: Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. 
ALL: Behold! The glory of the Lord shines upon us! 
ONE:  Say to those with weak hands and feeble knees: Be strong, do not fear! Here is your 

God. 
ALL: Behold! In splendor the Lord dwells among us! 
ONE:  The barren lands burst into bloom; the desert erupts with delight.  We join creation’s 

song:  
ALL: With joy in our hearts, let us worship God!  
 

*OPENING HYMN             Creator of the Stars of Night                         #84                 
 
CALL TO & PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

ONE: Advent God, you enter into our weary world to lift up the lowly and fill the hungry, 
to establish equity throughout the earth. 

ALL: Yet, like perplexed prophets and doubting disciples, we scarcely believe that 
you can right the world. We see suffering and sorrow and sin and wonder if 
creation is beyond repair. 

ONE: But you hold out healing, wholeness, and hope. 
ALL: You promise to drive out despair and free us from debilitating fear. 
ONE: Broaden our imaginations, that we might conceive of communities where all people 

thrive and embody your vision of shalom. 
ALL: Expand our hearts, that we might see the extraordinary in our midst and 

embrace the everlasting joy you bring. 
ONE: Make us prophets of the world you are bringing to birth, 
ALL: that we might prepare a way before you and welcome you with gladness! 

 
SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION 
 

*RESPONSE HYMN                 Lord Have Mercy Upon Us                                #575 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

ONE: Hear these words from the prophet Isaiah: Waters shall break forth in the 
wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the 
thirsty ground springs of water. 

 The One who refreshes the wilderness renews our spirits. The One who turns 
wastelands into wellsprings of life transforms our hearts. Like waters in the desert, 
God’s grace washes over us and restores us to wholeness! Rejoice, for in Jesus Christ 
we are forgiven! 

ALL:  Thanks be to God! Amen! 
 

*GLORIA PATRI                                   #581 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen! 
 
TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES                                       Katie Ory 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON            Isaiah 35:1-10              p.623 
 
SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON       James 5:7-10                             p.217 
 
ONE:     Heaven and earth will pass away but the word of the Lord stands forever. 
ALL:      Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM:                         On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry       David Cherwien 
 

On Jordan’s banks the Baptist’s cry announces that the Lord is nigh; 
Awake and hearken, for he brings glad tidings of the King of kings! 
Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; make straight the way for God within, 
And let us all our hearts prepare for Christ to come and enter there. 
We hail you as our Savior, Lord, our refuge and our great reward; 
Without your grace we waste away like flow’rs that wither and decay. 
Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, and make us rise to fall no more; 
Oh, let your face upon us shine and fill the world with love divine. 
All praise to you, eternal Son, whose advent has our freedom won, 
Whom with the Father we adore, and Holy Spirit evermore. Amen. 
 
THIRD SCRIPTURE LESSON          Luke 1:46-55                               p.53 
 



SERMON                                             Rev. Michael McLaughlin  
 
*SERMON HYMN             My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout               #100 
  
*COMMUNAL AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                         Confession of 1967, 9.19               

Out of Israel, God in due time raised up Jesus.  His faith and obedience were the 
response of the perfect child of God.  He was the fulfillment of God’s promise to Israel, 
the beginning of the new creation, and the pioneer of the new humanity.  He gave 
history its meaning and direction and called the church to be his servant for the 
reconciliation of the world. 
 
*GREETINGS 

After an exchange of Peace between the Pastor and the Congregation, we encourage you to 
greet one another. The Greetings will conclude with the first verse of Blest Be the Tie That Binds. 
 

ONE: …The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you, 
ALL: And also with you.  

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;                        #306 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
ONE: Lord, in your mercy, 
ALL: hear our prayer.   
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
  
INVITATION TO GIVING 
 
CONSECRATION OF PLEDGES 
 
OFFERTORY                          Prepare the Way                          Ben Logan  
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES & OFFERINGS 
 
*DOXOLOGY                         #606 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

*CLOSING HYMN            O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                      #88 
      We will sing the odd-numbered stanzas, 1,3,5,7 
 

*BENEDICTION 
ONE: …Alleluia!  

ALL: Alleluia! 

ONE: Amen! 
 
POSTLUDE           Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                          Malcolm Archer 

 
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS – 12/06 Emily McCormick, 12/10 Karly Anderson, 12/12 Laura 
Medley, 12/12 Jeannie Smith, 12/14 Linda Henderson, 12/15 Adam Boutillette, 12/15 David 
Campell, 12/15 Rider Holmes, 12/15 Ed Milner Jr., 12/16 Linda Wilson, 12/19 Ernest 
Robertson, 12/19 Barry Turner, 12/20 Bob See, 12/21 Sharon Dyer, 12/24 David Pelren, 12/26 
Marilyn Aitken, 12/28 Pam Hayes, 12/29 John Nisbett III   
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
Carey Aitken; Beverly Cardinal’s brother, Terry Wright; Kimberly Scott-Collins; Nancy & John 
Dooley; Jeremy Gordon; Milner family; Kay Powell’s daughter, Sharon Martinez; Evelyn 
Plecan and her father, Mickey & family; Eliseo Rios’s sister, Francisca Martinez; J.B 
Rittenberry’s brother-in-law, Jim Ashley; Ernest Robertson; Sylvia Rudich’s son, Brad; Linda 
Wilson’s sister, Nikki; the orphanage in Lesotho, Africa; people in the armed services and first 
responders; victims of terror attacks and natural disaster 
 

SUNDAY MORNING CALENDAR 
9:45 A.M. – Christian Education 
 A nursery is available in Room 10. (ages 5 and under) 

 Children’s Sunday School Class meets in Room 7. 

 The Adult Fellowship Class meets in the Library.  Virginia Lovellette will lead the study called “The 
Mighty Acts of God”.   

 The Religion and Culture Class meets in Room 13.  They will read and discuss "The Art of Dying." 
Sam Glasgow will lead the discussion. 

 The Enlightenment & Inspiration Class meets in the Fellowship Hall.  Class will be led by 12/08 
& 12/15 Jim Greeson, 12/22 & 12/29 will be fellowship time. 

 

WEDNESDAY EVENING CALENDAR 
 Ignite (Grades 5-12) and Spark (Grades K-4).  Classes 6-7:30pm.  

 Choir practice 7:30-8:30pm in the Sanctuary. 
 

Telephone: (931)526-4424 E-Mail: office@firstprescookeville.org 

Church Office: Mon-Tues, Thur.-Fri. 9:00 am-2:00 pm 
Website: www.firstprescookeville.org 

 


